
SunshineDistrict.org

March 2025

Quarterly Newsletter of the Sunshine District Barbershop Harmony Society

Volume 56, Issue 1

  
SPRING 

CONVENTION & 
FESTIVAL
May 2-4, 2025

REGISTER NOW

https://www.sunshinedistrict.org/
https://www.sunshinedistrict.org/event-calendar/sun-district-2025-spring-convention/


	The Sunburst              March 2025	 2              

David Mills
Sunshine District President
president@sunshinedistrict.org

Dear Sunshine District Members,

It is with deep gratitude and genuine excitement 
that I step into the role of District President 
this year. It’s truly an honor to serve alongside 
such a passionate and dedicated board, and to 
lead a district filled with singers, leaders, and 
volunteers who bring harmony and joy to our 
communities every day.

As we look ahead, I want to invite each and 
every one of you to join us in St. Augustine 
for our District Spring Convention the first 
weekend of May. It will be more than just a 
contest weekend — it will be a celebration 
of everything we love about barbershop: the 
ringing chords, the laughter, the friendships, 
and the shared commitment to our craft. Also, 
it’s not too late to sign up for Harmony Platoon 
(which starts on Thursday, May 1st). This time 
around, I will be joining the Platoon – and I’d 
love to sing and harmonize with you!

I’ve chosen a theme for 2025 that I believe 
captures our spirit moving forward: “Sunshine 
is Back!” After the challenges we’ve all faced — 
from the pandemic to rebuilding momentum 

— it’s time to turn the page. Our challenges are 
behind us, and we are stepping into a new era 
filled with music, growth, and connection. The 
Sunshine District is ready to shine brighter than 
ever.

“Keep your face always 
toward the sunshine—and 
shadows will fall behind 
you.”

— Walt Whitman

Whether you’re a long-
time member or newly 
discovering the joy of 

barbershop harmony, I hope you’ll be part of 
this journey. Let’s sing together, grow together, 
and lift each other up. After all — the sun is 
shining, and we’re just getting started.

In harmony,

David Mills, President, Sunshine District 
Barbershop Harmony Society

“Sunshine is Back!”  
– A Message from Your New District President

REGISTER NOW! 

https://www.sunshinedistrict.org/event-calendar/sun-district-2025-spring-convention/
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Hello Sunshine District - greetings and 
salutations!! Just a quick note to thank you all 
for the opportunity to serve the District and 
highlight some of the great things happening in 
the District this year.

1) The SUN Board of Directors (BOD) has been 
working hard to streamline our current business 
model and work practices in the hopes of 
providing even better services to the District 
moving forward.

2) Look for information about this year’s 
Harmony Explosion Camp. We’re in a new 
location at the University of 
South Florida School of 
Music and Tampa, FL 
with great clinicians 
and staff quartets 
and expectations 
of a life-changing 
weekend for our 
students - get involved 
and help your local Music 
Educators learn about this 
opportunity!

3) If you’ve not been to a District Event in a 

while, look for an opportunity to attend one 
this year! Our Convention Team under the 
leadership of folks like Chuck Steiner (Director 
of Events), Stephen Goldman (Convention 
Chair) and Chad Bennett (LDJ Chair) set the bar 
for BHS-wide District Events and from the time 
you get to the convention site and pick-up your 
registrations to the time you ring your last tag 
in the wee small hours of Sunday morning, all 
of the team work hard to make your convention 
experience truly a memorable one. Harmony 
Platoon and educational opportunities are 
usually included with the convention fare and 
your Contest and Judging Chair, Paul Agnew, 
works hard to ensure that competition options 
are also available. For those of you that are 
not interested in the competition experience, 
know that you can also bring your quartet and/
or chorus and sing for fun and the opportunity 
to get some coaching from the judging panel 
without competing in the contest portion of the 
weekend. 

Don’t miss the opportunity to join your fellow 
Sunshiners for a great weekend convention 
this year - choose from Spring (1st Weekend in 
May), Labor Day Jamboree (Labor Day Weekend) 
or Fall (3rd Weekend in October) - cheers!!
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Message from the SUN EVP
Rod Sgrignoli
Sunshine District Executive Vice President

evp@sunshinedistrict.org
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As we enter 2025, I find myself back in 
the role of Vice President of Events, 
despite my earlier hopes of riding off 
into the sunset after serving six years 
as president (I know…), two years 
as immediate past president, and 
eight years before that in this very 
position. It seems my work isn’t 
quite finished just yet, and that’s 
okay, because I’m excited about what 
lies ahead!  I look forward to working 
with the Mills regime. 

Thanks to the hard work of many, 
we’ve made great strides since the 
pandemic. We’ve rebuilt much of 
what was lost, but we’re not quite 
back to the packed conventions and 
vibrant gatherings we used to enjoy. 
We all remember how electric our events were, 
and we’re getting closer to that every 
year and every gathering. But we still 
need your help to get there.

Our three biggest events—Spring 
Convention, Labor Day Jamboree, and 
Fall Convention—are the heart and 
soul of our District. I’m asking each 
of you to commit to attending at least 

two of these events this year. Your participation 
will help us recapture that energy and 
momentum that makes the Sunshine District 
such a special place. Also, it’s our bread and 

butter!  We KNOW that we have the talent, we 
KNOW we produce talent, and we KNOW 

that this District can work and have fun 
(on a budget!) all at once. So let’s! 

A big shout-out to our Convention 
Chair, Stephen Goldman, a 
homegrown SUN product. While he’s 
new in the role, he’s already stepped 
up and taken charge, ensuring our 
events are in capable hands. He is 
a member of the Team now. And of 
course, Chad Bennett, our Labor Day 
Jamboree Chair, needs no help from 
me. I literally just stay out of his way 
and sign the checks and if I happen 
to get some credit, that’s fine. LDJ is 
Chad’s baby! 

They are BOTH a GIGANTIC part of the 
internationally acclaimed Sunshine 
District Events Team, and I couldn’t 
be prouder of this crew. “Excellence 
is our default.” We hope you’ll see it 
that way, too. And we’ll do our best to 
make it so. 

See y’all at convention! 
Chuck Steiner III, SUN VP of Events

Message from the Director of Events
Chuck Steiner
Sunshine District Director of Events

events@sunshinedistrict.org

REGISTER 
NOW!

UPCOMING CONVENTIONS
Spring 2025: May 2-4

Fall 2025: October 17-19
Spring 2026: May 1-3

Fall 2026: October 16-18
Spring 2027: April 30 – May 2

Fall 2027: October 15-17

Aug 29th-Sept 2nd 
Orlando/Celebration

As always, check in on the 
district website for  

each event - and  
PLEASE NOTE: The Spring 

& Fall Conventions will 
fall on these weekends, 

respectively, for the next  
FOUR (4) YEARS! 

https://www.sunshinedistrict.org/event-calendar/sun-district-2025-spring-convention/
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It is with great sadness that we share the 
passing of Iris Cokeroft, a beloved member of 
our singing community. 

Iris touched many lives with her kindness 
and dedication, and will be deeply missed. 
On behalf of the Sunshine District, the Board 
extends our heartfelt condolences to the entire 
Cokeroft family.

Please see details below, provided by Bruce 
Cokeroft.

Celebration of Life service was held March 
18th.

—

It is with much sorrow that we inform you of 
the passing of our dear mother, and wife of the 
late Gene Cokeroft, Iris Cokeroft of Kendall, 
Florida.

After a brief time under hospice care, and 
surrounded by many of her immediate family, 
she passed peacefully into eternity on Tuesday 
evening, March 11, 2025.

Her investment of time, talents and resources 
into BHS, Sunshine District, SAI, and countless 
other related organizations and aspiring 
singers, quartets, choruses, and ensembles 
will live on through them all.

Iris was the 1967 Sweet Adelines gold medal-
winning lead singer of the “Hurricane 
Honeys,” and was also a published song writer 
and arranger. She also served as director for 
SAI choruses in S. Florida over many decades.

Iris will be greatly missed and will always be a 
“Queen of Harmony” in our hearts.

Our Heavenly 
Choir Grows
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Hello Sunshine District! 

I have been busy assessing the activities that 
we can start or restart in the district to support 
both choruses and quartets.  

We had a very successful ZOOM LEADAC 
combined with the Carolina District with a 
strong showing from several chapters in the 
Sunshine District. The training material and 
some videos from LEADAC are available through 
the district website. 

The first area I want to work in the district is the 
support we can provide to the quartets through 
a District Quartet/Chorus committee to develop 
events and opportunities for our quartets to get 
development training, coaching and singing 
opportunities. 

Steve Culpepper stepped down as the quartet 
chairman. Thank you, Steve, for your past 
support. 

So, I sent a district wide email looking for a new 
chairman and committee members to help 
drive the ideas and events for all things quartet 
(all quartets, seniors, novice, and everything 
in between) especially training, questions, 
and district support. I have few interested 
individuals, and we will be meeting at the 
Spring convention to discuss the committee’s 
direction. If you are interested in participating, 
please email me. The committee will also be 
supporting musical aspects for choruses also to 
include director coaching and chorus coaching 
events.

Steve Cragg is the Youth in Harmony Chairman 
and manages the Harmony Explosion (HX) 
Camp and providing support to any chapter(s) 

that wish to host and sponsor a youth in 
harmony event, if requested. We are looking for 
financial support for the HX camp as the grants 
the district has received in the past have shrunk 
or dried up. So, if you or your chapter can offer 
support to this event please contact Steve 
Cragg.

I am also looking to assist the development 
of quartets and will be holding an event at the 
Spring convention to discuss and take action for 
quartet formation. Check the program for time 
and place. 

In reviewing the Coaches Guild list on the 
website, I believe some revamping is in order.  
So, if you are a certified judge current or retired, 
certified society coach, top five international 
quartet member, or a top ten international 
chorus director, we would like to place you 
in the coaching guild. If you are willing to 
participate and assist the district choruses or 
quartets, please contact me.

In order to assist your chapter in a small way, 
I can arrange for a director workshop for your 
chapter. The workshop last 6 to 8 hours and 
includes coaching and practice directing, and 
a director collaboration session. The cost is 
$75 per director. Please have your president, 
secretary or director contact me for more 
information. Workshops are open to all chapter 
directors and assistant directors, or whoever is 
waving their arms in front of the chorus.

If you have any questions, please email me at 
education@sunshinedistrict.org

Message from the Director of Music and Education
Jack Klotzbach
Sunshine District Director of Music and Education

cdd@sunshinedistrict.org



Message from SUN Communications
Jason Dearing
Sunshine District Director of Communications, 2025 incoming

communications@sunshinedistrict.org

Tech Notes - Singing Valentines a la Google

For Singing Valentine management this year, I helped the Big Orange Chorus migrate away from our 
own hosted website shopping cart and onto a Google Workspace solution.  The main reason the board 
wanted this migration was to save on the various costs around SSL certificates and shopping cart 
licences, as well as the effort of managing payment processors. 

Secondary benefits included using the robust distributed ecosystem of GWorkspace apps where each 
stakeholder can have direct access to the data and processing methods.  For example, we could all be 
mulling over the same quartet assignments tab at the same time from our respective machines.

Hopefully some of the below may be useful or at least give you some ideas if you’re looking for 
additional automation in your ordering systems, or are considering moving into the Cloud with it.

BigO sells 2 types of Valentines, Virtual via email, and In-Person. For simplicity during user checkout, 
we built each type into its own form, each with their own spreadsheet and plugins.  

Shown here is an 
overview diagram of 
what we used this 
year.  It relied on 2 very 
useful and free plugins:  
Payable Forms and 
Autocrat. 

A VERY brief description: 

Our website sent purchasers to our Google 
form, where they gave us the details for their 
Singing Valentine delivery.  The form options 
included prices, and the Payable plugin 
converted those form submissions into 
invoices.  Payable generated and presented 
the user with a custom invoice page and 
sent them an email to it for future use and to 
serve as a receipt: (shown on the next page)
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On that invoice / receipt page, the buyer can pay via 
whatever payment sources we prefer and allow.  Payable 
supports many sources.  We had little issues with Square 
for payment processing, but your mileage may vary.

Google Forms already stores the submission results 
into a Google Sheets worksheet, and the Payable 
plugin interface uses that same spreadsheet for easy 
management of refunds, cash payment recording, and 
the like.

Yay Spreadsheets!

We then created a few other sheets and tabs based on 
that data.  These enabled us to do plenty of necessary 
spreadsheet-like things to our order data:

	♪ Count extra flowers and candy needed, 

	♪ Assign delivery addresses to geo regions and then 
regions to quartets. 

	♪ Give quartets their lists of deliveries for the day

And a few things that were made easier within Google 
Sheets and Workspace specifically:

	♪ Hotlink to google maps right in the cell from an address chip

	♪ Generated a mailto:link unique to each buyer, prefilled with the subject, address, CC, and email 
message text from the buyer’s initial form response.

	♪ Rendered a QR code for the above link, for printing on delivery cards.

The Autocrat plugin allowed me to create a single-page 
template and then generate a unique Google Doc for 
each order.  This document was printed on cardstock 
and perforated, and served two purposes:  The top half 
was handed to the Vals recipient as a greeting card 
along with their candy and flower.  The bottom half 
included the necessary delivery info for the quartet: 
(see image on bottom left)

This was a new process for us this year, and worked 
pretty well all things considered.  We’ll be starting on 
improvements for next year soon!

The BigO is continuing to use Google Forms and the 
Payable plugin for show tickets, shirt orders, and other 
events where we need to accept money from the public 
or members online.  If you have experience you’d like 
to share, or are looking for ways Google Workspace can 
help your singing unit, please reach out.
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Sunshine District Spring Convention
May 2-3, 2025

It’s time to enter the BHS Quartet Prelims, 
Seniors Quartet Championships, Youth Quartet 
Championships, and the Sunshine District Chorus 
Championships.

Barberscore is open for entries! Entry window 
closes promptly at noon on April 11th. That’s plenty 
of time to check that your quartet is registered and 
memberships are up-to-date, and to nudge your 
chapter leadership into bringing your chorus to 
the convention. As I’ve said so many times before, 
it’s the best opportunity to perform in front of the 
most appreciative and supportive crowd there is. 
The coaching afterward from our esteemed panel of 
musical, vocal, and performance experts will definitely 
be worth the effort.

Chapter leaders - Remember, the minimum number of 
performers was changed to just 9 instead of 12. This will 
help some of our smaller groups to be able to participate 
without having to worry so much about getting that 
12th person to join you on stage. (If you only have an 
octet, let me know. We’ll find you a new member or I’ll 
join your chapter.)

Please reach out to me privately if you have any 
problems with Barberscore or need help convincing a 
reluctant tenor or shy bass to get a shine on his/her/
their shoes and a melody in his/her/their heart, and join 
us for all of the fun that comes with a SUN Convention.

Also, as the DRCJ (District Representative to Contest 
and Judging) I rely on you to tell me of any scheduling 
conflicts, special needs, or requests using the provided 
section in Barberscore when you input your entry. 
Please note anything you think might be helpful to 
know so we can arrange a great contest for you.

Where are our Juniors and Seniors quartets? We need 
more than one quartet in the Friday-only round to 
make it a true contest. Let’s see some Sunshine Senior 
Pride! (Hmmm...good quartet name for the taking) 
Let’s encourage our music educators to send a quartet 
to the contest. How about asking your chapter to 

sponsor a youth quartet? (Hey, Sunshine Senior Pride 
also works for a Highschool quartet...)

In all seriousness, we need quartets and choruses to 
make a convention like this work. It’s not too late to call 
up the new gang from the LDJ hallway, pick four songs, 
and register a clever name. (Like the one I gave you in 
this artcle.)

It’s also not too late to talk to your chapter leaders 
to remind them how you miss hitting the stage and 
spending time with other barbershoppers. I miss 
cruising around all of the chapter hospitality rooms, but 
I miss getting on stage even more.

BARBERSCORE is accessed through the Member Center 
page on Barbershop.org.

Stay Tuned... Paul Agnew, SUN DRCJ, Hall of Fame 
Member, 2022 BOTY • 561-889-6181



http://www.sunshinehx.org
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Quartet & Chapter Happenings

Venice Gondoliers

by Lee Frayer, Director

Venice had a very busy March with five big 
performances: Two shut in senior groups, one 
local yacht club, and the two joint chapter shows 
we put together with the Sun Coast Statesmen 
chorus out of Pt. Charlotte, FL.  A great idea.

Very exciting having a handful of new members 
joining us on their first Barbershop show 
productions.  

Also successful with our first attempt  at not 
selling tickets but instead having just a free will 
offering after the performance. 

Palm Beach Coastmen

January 22nd was officer installation night for 
our new Palm Beach Coastmen Board of Directors.  
Sunshine District Hall of Famer Paul Agnew 
presided. We awarded Barbershopper of the 
Year to our director, Mike O’Connell, with 54 
years as a barbershopper.  The Director’s Award 
went to outgoing president Chuck Swenson. 
A special award was given to Jim Gavrilos. We 
also reinstituted an award that had been sitting 
dormant for nearly 20 years: The Rookie of the 

Year. First awarded in 1971, it included some 
legendary Coastmen. With recruiting at a near 
standstill for years, the award fell out of use.   
Membership is growing again, and we decided 
to bring it back, awarding it to newcomer 
David Diamond, a bass, who fell in love with 
barbershop music at a seminar we assisted 
with at the Society of the Four Arts in Palm 
Beach. Dave is also now our co-treasurer, so 
congratulations. 

Left to right, Paul Carroll (at large), Mike Tarlton (Music & Performance), Mike Rogan (Music Medics & Youth Programs), 
Paul Agnew (MC), Scott Houchins (President), Howard “Woody” Woodrow (Treasurer), Dave Diamond (Co-Treasurer), Wes 
Osborn(Secretary, Membership), Jim Gavrilos (at large), Mike O’Connell (Director)
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Quartet & Chapter Happenings

Florida Suncoast Chorus

New Members, New Look!

by Elizabeth (Beth) Jay, VP of Promotion and Public 
Relations for Florida Suncoast Chorus

Florida Suncoast Chorus had a successful 
holiday season, highlighted by multiple local 
performances including a well-received show 
at the Dunedin Library. The acoustics in the 
room were fantastic and we earned every bit 
of our standing ovation. We also featured 
several established and “pick up” quartets 
at the performances and continue to offer 
opportunities to participate in those for anyone 
looking to challenge themselves in a new way.

While retaining many of our veteran 
performers, our chorus has also welcomed 

multiple new members, bringing fresh energy 
and perspectives. Our amazing director David 
Martinez continues to impress us with his 
knowledge and attention to detail, and he brings 
out the best in all of us.

To better represent our 
current chorus and our 
wonderful location, we have 
updated our logo to a fun 
new colorful design!

And in preparation for the 
upcoming convention, we were recently coached 
by the supremely talented Debbie Cleveland. We 
are super excited to participate again this May 
and hope to see you all in St. Augustine!

Visit our website! floridasuncoastchorus.com

Hernando Harmonizers

by Judy Clement-Lee, Secretary-Treasurer Hernando 
Harmonizers

Every once in a while, you meet someone whose 
entire life seems to center around barbershop.  
They do everything: Order music, print up 
copies of the music, create membership folders, 
test voices, etc.  We all know someone like 
that.  That was our late Assistant Director, Doug 
Stewart, single guy, who was a care giver for his 
family, as well as the chorus.  No matter how  
often we wanted him to share his duties with us, 
he was more comfortable doing it himself. And 
then one day, he left for the chorus above, as 
with a few other seniors in the past two years.

And now, you can imagine how our chorus 

went into a tail spin. Some of the members that 
weren’t as involved in the duties of a chorus, 
saw that they were needed. We had a couple of 
members that were “tech” savvy who were able 
to assemble the music from Doug’s computer, 
another who was interested in marketing, 
finding  new performances, another who taught 
“yoga” with multiple connections and became 
our membership chair, and another took over 
“The Singing Valentines.”  It was team work.

Today, with the steadfastness of our director 
and others, we are back “on  the road”, with six 
new prospective members and 21 members.  A 
couple of years ago we had 16 members. We had 
to scramble some, but we did it, thanks to our 
chorus working as a team.

https://floridasuncoastchorus.com/
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Jacksonville Chapter/Big Orange Chorus

by Rick Morin, Big Orange Chorus Treasurer, 
and Jason Dearing, Sunshine District Director of 
Communications

For the third year in a row, the Big Orange 
Chorus has been invited to participate in the 
Jacksonville University’s Tenor/Bass (TeBa) Day 
event that will be held on April 3. 2025. This 
event combines the JU men’s music students 
and the Big Orange Chorus, with local students 
from the several of the Jacksonville High School 
choruses and even at least one one Middle 
School chorus.

The students spend the day working with 
Dr. Julian Bryson on several songs, one of 
which is chosen by The Big Orange. That evening, 
a concert is performed with the JU students 
singing a few songs, the Big Orange Chorus 
doing some songs from our repertoire, our own 

On Point quartet with some songs, and the 
students doing their songs with the combined 
groups. One of these chosen songs last year was 
“Caroline” - a  Polecat 2 easy-beat for us and a 
very achievable selection for new singers. For 
this year’s performance, the Big Orange Chorus 
selected “Keep The Whole World Singing” 
as our joint submission.  What better way to 
encourage barbershop than with our Society 
theme song!

Additionally, we offer scholarships at this 
event to participating TeBa students, who are 
interested in attending the Sunshine District’s 
Harmony Explosion Summer Camp.  We had 
two students step forward last year, but that 
camp was canceled.  

This year we’re hoping to offer nearly a dozen 
scholarships!

Quartet & Chapter Happenings
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2025 Sunshine District Board of Directors

District President
David Mills
president@sunshinedistrict.org

Executive Vice President
Rod Sgrignoli
evp@sunshinedistrict.org

Secretary
Brian Wunderlin
secretary@sunshinedistrict.org

Treasurer
Dave Kannberg
treasurer@sunshinedistrict.org

Immediate Past President
Bruce Checca
ipp@sunshinedistrict.org

Director of Events
Chuck Steiner
events@sunshinedistrict.org

Director of Music & Education
Jack Klotzbach
leadac@sunshinedistrict.org

Director of Finance
Chris Rodgers
harmonyfoundation@sunshinedistrict.org

Director of Communications
Jason Dearing
communications@sunshinedistrict.org

District Committee Chairs 
& Convention Committee Members

www.sunshinedistrict.org/home/leadership/

Sunburst Editor
Roxanne Clapp

editor@sunshinedistrict.org

SAVE THE DATES!!

UPCOMING 
CONVENTIONS

Spring 2025:  
May 2-4

Fall 2025: October 17-19

Spring 2026: May 1-3

Fall 2026: October 16-18

Spring 2027: April 30 – May 2

Fall 2027: October 15-17



Keep your personal information, home address, email address, telephone (home & cell) up-to-date in 
the Society database. Check with your chapter secretary if help is required. 

DO NOT send personal changes to District staff or The Sunburst Editor.

Sunburst Deadlines
 Mar 15 • Jun 15 • Aug 15 • Nov 15
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Please send photos, articles, and other interesting tidbits 
for inclusion in future publications of 

The Sunburst.
Send to Editor@sunshinedistrict.org

The Sunshine District wants to ensure our performances and programming are accessible to everyone. 
Should you require a special accommodation, please contact us, and we will be happy to help you.

http://www.barbershop.org
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https://www.facebook.com/sunshinedistrict/
https://twitter.com/sunshinedist
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