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Hello Sunshine,
Well, summer is upon us and things are heating
up! SUN once again is sending top tier quartets to
Las Vegas International in just a few months…
Signature, Main Street, Throwback, Rooftop
Records and Fuego will all be bearing the
“Sunshine Banner” and will make us very proud,
without a doubt. Congrats to all of you for qualifying and know that we are pulling for you!
They’ll be joined by the SUN Chorus Representatives, The Tampa Bay Heralds of Harmony, who
are gearing up for what should be an awesome
chorus contest, as well. Good luck, gentlemen!
http://www.barbershop.org/vegas/
This year, we are also celebrating Sunshine Districts very own International Champions, Keepsake, who are celebrating their 25th anniversary of
winning the gold in New Orleans. They’ll not only
be in Las Vegas for the International Convention,
but will be joining us at our SUN Fall Convention!
…so please don’t miss out on that very special
performance on the SDAQC Show (SUN Fall Convention is Oct 27-29, tickets available soon at our
website www.sunshinedistrict.org).
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Wedged in between BHS International and SUN
Fall Convention is Labor Day Jamboree. I must
say that the revival of this event has been really
fun to watch. Byron Poore and his crew are doing
a bang up job of bringing in top talent and the
event is drawing Barbershoppers and their families
from all over the world. Shows are top-notch and
it’s a casual environment…if you haven’t been to
LDJ, I encourage you to give it a try. Signature,
The Newfangled Four and SAI’s Silver Medalists
Windsor are headlining this year…and LDJ favorites, Boardwalk will be performing as well! A few
surprises may pop up as well…Check it out…Sept
1-4 http://www.labordayjamboree.com/
After Las Vegas, guess who is hosting International in 2018? We are “on deck” in Orlando. That
snuck up fast, didn’t it? Nick Schwob, Bill Billings
and their Team will do a bang up job and I know
that preparations are already underway.
A lot going on…hoping to see each and every one
of you at one (or all) of these events. These are a
big part of what makes our District “go”, so your
support is appreciated!
Have a great summer- hope to see you in Vegas
and Orlando. As always, please reach out if you or
your Chapter needs anything. This Board is here
to serve you.

Chuck Steiner
SUN District President

DON’T
MISS OUT ON
THE OPPORTUNITY
TO ADVERTISE
IN THE
SUNBURST !
PROMOTE
YOUR CHAPTER
SHOWS
AND/OR
QUARTETS.

Next Sunburst
Deadline
Aug. 15, 2017
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District Business
TIME AGAIN FOR ANNUAL FILING
REQUIREMENTS… AGAIN!!!!
Let me first take the time to thank the Chapters
that have taken the time to keep their chapter legal
and off the radar. This helps make my job as well
as those at International easier; and for that we
are grateful. Unfortunately there are still many
chapters which are delinquent in several areas
and I would ask that each of you go to your eBiz
website and check your financial filings status to
verify you have indeed met all requirements to
date.
With that said, here again is a reminder of what
needs to be done to maintain the legitimacy of the
chapter. The filing for nonprofit corporation status,
the filing of the tax report for last year, ensuring
the paperwork for solicitation is done, the completion of the financial review for last year.
Here is a list of items that need to be addressed
annually by all chapters in the Sunshine District:

State Incorporations:

This should have been done by May 1. Even if
your chapter has completed the State registration
and paid the money for the incorporations, that
fact still needs to be documented with the Society
in the eBiz section of the chapter. This needs to be
completed to meet Society requirements.

Taxes, Taxes, Taxes:

Another annual housekeeping function regards
filing your taxes. Again, this applies to all chapter
leaders and especially Treasurers, but chapter
Secretaries can help by reminding the Treasurers.
The 990s for fiscal year 2016 should have been
filed by May 15, 2017. Upon completion, this also
needs to be updated on eBiz.. all chapters not filing and updating this information will be delinquent
after May 15th.

Solicitation:

In Florida, all not-for-profit entities that collect donations from the public are required to register.
This helps the State to regulate and prove the legal status of the entity. If you are not sure if your
chapter is up to date, you can visit the SunBiz
website at http://search.sunbiz.org/Inquiry/
CorporationSearch/ByName and check your

Brian Wunderlin
Secretary

chapters status. If you need help, you can contact
me at secretary@sunshinedistrict.org and I will be
more then happy to assist.

Listing Chapter Officers:

Did you know if you have someone filling a job that
is not on the list, you might be able to get that job
title added if you ask? If you are in that situation,
let me know and I will help you. Also, please
make sure that throughout the year you keep the
list updated as people on the board may change
midyear for whatever reason.

Financial Review:

This is the area where we are most lacking and it
should not be because it is easy to do. Chapter
Treasurers need to take a look at the Treasurer’s
manual and see what needs to be done. There is
even a suggested form that can be used. This is
not an audit but the form or report needs to be
sent to Headquarters and the date of the review
needs to be annotated in eBiz. All others, not
completing and updating eBiz, will be delinquent
after May 15th.

BOARD AND HOD MINUTES

Did you know the minutes from the Board of Directors and the House of Delegates meetings are
posted on the Document section of the Sunshine
District web site under Services:
https://www.sunshinedistrict.org/services/ I would
strongly suggest you take a look at the minutes to
get an idea of how hard the board has been working to make the Sunshine District the best in the
Society. In the minutes, you will see lists of action
items that the board members are working on and
if you have an opinion regarding one of the items,
let the point of contact know. As a matter of fact,
the Minutes from this past Spring Convention
House of Delegate meeting are now uploaded and
available for viewing on the Sunshine District web
site. Thanks for helping to keep the Sunshine District great.

Brian Wunderlin
Sunshine District Secretary
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Exec. Vice President’s Message
Arne Helbig
Exec. Vice Pres

Hi Everyone,
There is a lot of great stuff going on in the Sunshine District and throughout the Barbershop Harmony Society! Chuck Steiner and I have had the
opportunity to participate in several BHS events
through the District Presidents Council (DPC),
both at Midwinter in San Antonio, TX and on DPC
conference calls. We will share important info as
it becomes available, but I encourage you to review the Sunshine District’s wonderful website,
put together by our own Roger Smeds, to find information discussed at recent House of Delegate
and Board of Director meetings. Simply click on
the Services tab and then the Documents tab to
find this information.
I encourage you to explore the BHS website also,
especially the Healthy Chapter Initiative. One
impressive attribute this program offers is, it can
easily be adapted to fit the needs of any chapter.
Check it out!
Like Chuck, I would like to extend my congratulations to all the competitors representing Sunshine
in Vegas! We also have two Youth Quartets, On
Point and California Kid, who have qualified
through video submission to compete in the
Youth Quartet Contest in Vegas! This is a great
accomplishment. Fifty-two quartets, (more than

any time in history) submitted videos for adjudication and these 2 great quartets made the cut!
Good luck guys!
Speaking of youth, Harmony Explosion Camp is
right around the corner. I encourage you to attend
the Saturday Night Show, 7:00 pm, June 10,
2017, on the Florida Institute of Technology campus in Melbourne. It’ll be a show you will thoroughly enjoy! See the Sunshine website for ticket
info.
Sunshine will be sending several of our District
leaders to Nashville in July for the Leadership
Summit. This is a great event sponsored by
BHS, with input from the DPC, established to
share important info to assist each District achieve
their individual goals.
Chuck and I have an exclusive scheduled conference call with Marty Monson very soon. This will
be a wonderful opportunity to talk with the CEO
himself about Sunshine specific topics. We’ll let
you know what was discussed in the next Sunburst.
I know you all get a lot of information from BHS,
the District and your chapter leadership. If you
have any questions, please let me know and your
Board will be happy to assist.
Thanks!
Arne Helbig
Executive Vice President
Sunshine District

Find the Baritone.....
Submitted by
John Donald Kirkpatrick
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2016 BOTY





Roger Smeds presenting
the Bow Tie to the BOTY,
Sean Stork, along with the
BOTY Plaque
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District Quartet Contest

Main Street

TR, Roger Ross
BR, Michael McGee

LD, Tony DeRosa
BS , Myron Whittlesey

Orlando Exchange
TR, Jon Kelley
BR, Sean Stork

Lowdown Sound
TR, David Roberts
BR, Blake Williams

LD, Greg Patterson
BS , Matthew Boutwell

LD, Lucas Lord
BS , Jeff Buehler

Fuego

TR, Eddie Mejia
BR, Kevin Mendez

You Bet!

LD, Albert Rico
BS, Amos Velez

TR, Matthew Crisostomo
BR, Bruce Cline

Equinox

TR, Ralph Brown
BR, Wm Patrick Bauer

LD, Mike Cross
BS, Danny Wunderlin

LD, Frank Bovino
BS, Ed McKenzie

April-June, 2017, The Sunburst
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District Quartet Contest (cont’d)

Tourist Bait

TR, Robert M Hughes
BR, Sean Barry

Wee Small Hours

TR, Aaron Elswick
BR, Shannon Elswick

Easy Does It

TR, Marty Jahnel
BR, Glenn Siebert
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LD, Kealan Rivera
BS, Donnie Ward

LD, Roger Smeds
BS, Patrick Elswick

Senior Quartet Champion
LD, Bob Schall
BS, Jim Schubert

The Sunburst, April-June., 2017

Better Days Ahead

TR, Donald Mill II
BR, Ronald Carnahan

Last Minute Four
TR, Adam Windish
BR, Bill Bensburg

Bodacious Baldies
TR, Stephen Sanger
BR, Charles Ray

LD, Kurt Harrup
BS, Charles Martin

LD, Jeff Cokeroft
BS, Larry Decker

LD, Larry Palomino
BS, Les Mower

District Quartet Contest (cont’d)

Easy Street

TR, Paul Carter
BR, Charlie Nelson

LD, Dave Cross
BS, Bryan Hevel

Vantage Point

TR, Timothy Perenich
BR, Jared Becker

LD, Drew Kirkman
BS, Duane Fenn

District VLQ Contest

Daytona Beach VLQ

District Champion

Polk County VLQ
April-June, 2017, The Sunburst
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COMPLIANCE
Financial Review –
Has your Chapter done one lately?
Elsewhere in this issue our District Secretary, Brian Wunderlin, gives reminders about several
items that need to be accomplished to keep your
chapter in compliance with various requirements.
One requirement that is frequently overlooked is
the Financial Review. As Brian says: “This is the
area where we are most lacking and it should not
be because it is easy to do.” Less than half of the
chapters in the Sunshine District have completed
this task in the past year.
The Financial Review is relatively simple and is
NOT an “audit”. It is simply a validation process to
ensure that the financial information maintained by
the Treasurer is accurate. It also provides the
Board of Directors insight into how the actual
chapter expenditures match up with the budget.
You don’t need a CPA or financial analyst to perform the review. Anyone who can balance a

Ralph Brown
Member At Large

checkbook should be able to do the review. The
recommendation from BHS is that it should be
performed by one or two individuals who are
not part of the Chapter or District Board of Directors. When complete, the Chapter Treasurer
or Secretary needs to enter the date of completion
in EBiz under chapter financial filings.
A detailed explanation is available on the BHS
website, in the Documents section, under Chapter and District Business Tools
Ralph Brown
Board Member at Large
Chapter Compliance

Harmony Foundation
As your new VP of Harmony Foundation, first let
me thank all of you who donate to assure the future of our awesome hobby. We are all so richly
blessed by the music and brotherhood we share
and it is essential that we pass it on to those who
can and will succeed us.
Secondly, I invite everyone who is not currently a
member of Harmony Foundation to consider becoming an Ambassador of Song. Ten dollars a
month is easy to do. Once you start donating your
pledge, you will never miss it. I have been giving to
Ambassador of Song and President's Council both
for the past 5 years, and I feel good about my donations. In fact, I increased my President Council
donation this spring.
Giving to President's Council entitles you and a
guest to attend the reception at each of our conventions and to special seating privileges at the
International Convention. It is my dream and goal
to see the number of donors grow by 10% this
year, and members in my chapter to all be donors
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Dave Richards
V. P. Harmony
Foundation
to at least the Ambassador of Song program. We
have a good start already.
One last thing that I should mention is Donor's
Choice. What is it? It's a program that allows donors to designate 30% of their donations to go
back to their chapter and/or their district. It’s a win,
win situation.
If you would like to have someone visit your chapter to sign up members, please let me know and I
will arrange a visit. If you are interested in more
information or want to join the President’s Council
or Ambassador of Song, do not hesitate to contact
me at drichards1@neo.rr.com.
Dave Richards

Communication & IT
Roger Smeds
V. P. Comm. & IT

At this writing, Labor Day Jamboree (LDJ) is
right around the corner. It is always one of the
great Barbershop events of our year here in Sunshine District and this year is no exception! Check
out the LDJ calendar event on the Home page of
the District Website at: sunshinedistrict.org for all
the information regarding LDJ, tickets, room reservations, guest quartets, the Grapefruit League
Novice Contest, The Dave LaBar Almost Classic,
Classic Golf Tournament, etc. The district Social
Media team will also be tweeting about LDJ using
the hashtag #LDJ2017. Please use this hashtag
for all tweets regarding LDJ so we can all stay up
with the action. If you don’t know what tweeting is,
I have it on good authority that our Social Media
Guru Mike Tarlton will be on hand at LDJ and he
can answer your questions to get you started. You
can expect to see a good few emails regarding
LDJ coming out in the following weeks, so watch
your inbox.
Are you creative? Got a knack for art and design?
Want to win tickets for two to the shows during
the next LDJ?!? Labor Day Jamboree is in need
of a new logo. And we are launching a Logo Creation Contest to find the perfect fit. The purpose of
the Logo Contest is create a logo specifically for
the Labor Day Jamboree that captures the spirit
and content of the weekend. The logo will be used
online and in print for all marketing activities for
LDJ and in different district events. The goal really
is for Labor Day Jamboree to become its own
"brand". Visit: Labor Day Jamboree for more info
and get to work on your submissions! Visit the
Logo Design Contest Page Oh, and by the
way.....reservations are open too!! Go book your
room right away!
Sunshine District has been registered as an
authorized charity on AmazonSmile. What does
this mean? If you purchase anything on Amazon,
you can choose to login to your account through
smile.amazon.com instead of the regular amazon.com address. When you do, Amazon will donate

0.5% of the price of eligible: smile.amazon.com
purchases to the Sunshine District. Here is a
unique charity link for Sunshine District:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-6194988
When you click on or type the link above into your
browser, you will be asked if you want to support
our efforts. The name you will be asked about is
Society for Preservation & Encourmt of Barbershop Quartet Singing Amer. This is linked to our
district tax id. Answering in the affirmative will then
direct
any
purchases
you
make
on
smile.amazon.com to receive the benefit. If you
don't have an Amazon account, you will be asked
to create one. If you already have an account, the
process will be automatic once you agree to support us. You only need to click on the unique
charity link above once. After that, you can
just login to smile.amazon.com and your support will be automatic. If all our members who
shop on Amazon anyway use this option, the Sunshine District could gain several hundred dollars
per year with little or no effort. In fact, since our
original announcement to the district via Constant
Contact, we have already received some money
back into district coffers. Please support our district programs through: smile.amazon.com
We continue to have an ongoing project to build
some marketing materials for our Conventions.
We need help from all of you to accomplish this
goal. As a reminder, we are looking for any photos
or video you have taken at past conventions. We
are not looking for "professional" quality stuff. Rather, we would like your “casual” photos or videos
of your experience while at convention. We will
use them to produce content that will be used in
our marketing efforts both to our own members
who may have forgotten what a great time we
have at our conventions, as well as to the general
public to increase awareness of what we are all
about. You can submit them to me for the project
at: communications@sunshinedistrict.org. Please
feel free to contact me regarding questions/
suggestions about the District website.
Roger Smeds
VP for Communication & IT
Sunshine District
communications@sunshinedistrict.org

April-June, 2017, The Sunburst
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District Chorus Contest

Heralds of Harmony

Orlando Harmony

Chorus of the Keys

Orange Blossom Chorus
12
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Tampa, District Chorus Champion

District Chorus Contest (cont’d)

Sentimental Journeymen

Gulf Coast Harmonizers

The Florida Suncoast Chorus

Paradise Coastmen
April-June, 2017, The Sunburst
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District Chorus Contest (cont’d)

Heartland Harmonizers

The Coastmen

Space Coast Chorus
Cocoa High School Chorus and
Teacher Misty Martinez next to
Dick Muir, Dave Riches and
Dan Brinkmann, from the Melbourne Chapter, who supports
The Harmony Explosion Camp
and Cocoa H.S. Chorus. This
event gets better and bigger
every year. If you have not attended the Saturday night
show, you need to come next
year. You will be surprised at
the talent on stage.

14 The Sunburst, April-June.,

V. P. Contest & Judging
Steve Janes
V. P. Contest & Judging

The Prelim Quartet results are in and Sunshine
can be Proud, Proud!! The top three ‘seeds’ are all
from Sunshine and all scored 90 and above. Signature, Main Street and Throwback are the top
three heading into the International Contest in Las
Vegas this summer. Wouldn’t it be great if they
are actually fighting it out for the top three spots at
International!! What a thrill that will/ would be. So
International this summer is a can’t miss for anyone from Sunshine! If you can’t go, throw a Video
party by subscribing to the webcast. And don’t forget, we also had Rooftop Records and Fuego
qualify for the big show. Support all five Suns
quartets by being there live or by webcast.
Our own Spring convention was a success. Although we were down in quartet numbers, we
made up for it by more chorus competitors. The
most important part, we had 3 choruses compete
that hadn’t been to Convention in years! We
moved the date of our Convention to early March
just for that reason, hoping to get more choruses
to compete and it worked. The dates will remain
as early March (2nd weekend in March) for our
Spring Convention so make sure to block out that

date and plan to attend and bring your Chorus!
The disappointment this Spring was in quartet participation, especially the Youth and Mixed quartets. We had three mixed quartets sign up but by
the time we got to Convention time, all three had
scratched. Hopefully, they are all planning on joining us next Spring! And we had no Youth quartets,
a real shame. There was a good deal of confusion
because BHS had changed the process of qualifying for The Youth Contest at International. All
Youth quartets had to submit a Video and most
chose to do it away from the various conventions.
I know other Districts were also disappointed with
the lack of Youth participation at District. This is
something the Board and BHS will need to work
on if we intend to continue to want Youth participation at our Conventions. Don’t forget, the Fall
District Convention has also changed dates and
will be in late October from now on. This year it is
October 27/28! And a new award has been approved by the Sunshine Board. There will now be
an award for the Most Improved Quartet at the
District Quartet contest. Many other Districts have
such an award and the Sunshine Board wants to
encourage District Quartets to stay together and
work to always improve. Hopefully, this award will
encourage quartets to do just that.
Hope to see you in Las Vegas!!
Steve

Keep your personal information, home address, email address,
telephone (home & cell) up to date in the Society database. Check
with your chapter secretary if help is required. Do not send any
personal changes to the district staff or the Sunburst editor.

NEXT SUNBURST DEADLINE
Aug. 15, 2017
April-June, 2017, The Sunburst
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Harmony Explosion
amazing clinicians Tony DeRosa and Debbie
Cleveland with awesome demonstration quartets
Signature and Bling. It’s a great way for students to gain part independence, develop eartraining skills, sing in concert with their peers and
have a lot of fun! The Florida Barbershop, Sweet
Adeline, Inc and Harmony, Inc chapters, quartets,
and individuals make every effort to provide funding to help reduce costs for the students for dorm
rooms, meals, music and rehearsal halls for the
Students and Music Educators. This camp also
receives financial support from Harmony Foundation International, which is the charitable arm of
the Barbershop Harmony Society.

Since 1998, the Sunshine District of the Barbershop Harmony Society has sponsored a Summer
Music Camp for Florida high school students and
their Music Educators. This is not just another
camp. The students will experience the very best
of every aspect of Barbershop singing!
The Camp is a three day musical experience for
teachers and students. The dates for the 2017
Camp are June 8th -10th. The venue will be the
Florida Institute of Technology, 150 W. University
Blvd., Melbourne, Florida 32901. The students
will sing music in the barbershop style taught by

The HX Camp staff is preparing an awesome
event but your financial help is greatly needed.
Please find it in your hearts to contribute to the
future of barbershopping by sending a contribution
to Steve Cragg, Co-Camp Director, 411 Bon
Aire Ave., Tampa, FL 33617. Gifts are welcomed
from individuals, quartets, choruses and businesses. The camp was an awesome success, but donations are still being accepted! Checks should be
made payable to the Sunshine District. Donations can also be made on our HX Camp website:
http://sunshinehx.org/.
Thanks for your help!

Arne Helbig

Gold Medal Quartets
The Sunshine District has three quartets that have won
the Barbershop International Championship.
The Suntones
Gene Cokeroft, Tenor
Bob Franklin, Lead,
Harlan Wilson, Baritone
Bill Cain, Bass.

continued on page 19
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Chapter Happenings

Shop Notes Article
Don Kirkpatrick
May 13, 2017
Celebrating the 90th birthday of Russ Lord

Russ’s 90th!
Marco Island, a perfect day.
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Gold Medal Quartets (cont’d)
1992 Keepsake
Roger Ross, Tenor
Joe Connelly, Lead
Tony DeRosa, Baritone
Don Barnick, Bass

2000 Platinum
Gary Lewis, Tenor
Joe Connelly, Lead
Tony DeRosa, Baritone
Kevin Miles, Bass

Chapter Happenings
Greater Canaveral
at Space Coast Honor Flight
The Greater Canaveral Chapter has been singing
at the Orientation Meetings for Space Coast Honor Flight for over 4 years. There are 7 flights a
year. Here we are singing the Armed Forces Medley, I'll bet you can tell what branch Tim was in.
The Honor Flight takes 50 WWII or Korean War

Vets and their Guardians to Washington, DC for a
day visiting the National Service Memorials. We
are proud to be able to serve our veterans and
plan to continue this service. Their website is
SpaceCoastHonorFlight.org They meet at the
Senior Center at Wickham Park, Melbourne, FL.
The next Orientation is August 8, 2017 at 12:30
pm. Come Watch!

Bill Ross

April-June, 2017, The Sunburst
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The Heavenly Chorus
These Names Were Honored at the
House of Delegates Meeting, March 11, 2017

Robert Aagard
Wayne Bensman
William Borden
Robert Bridgeman
Jim Burgess
Rich Casanzio
Bob Delive
David Desorcy
F. D. Flannery
Darrow Glockner
Bob Goldberg
Jerry Goulet
B.T. Hatley
Edward Hinkley
Tom Hogshead
Jerry Ipolito
Walt Junge
Clemens Kramer
Dick Little
Gordon Loy
Harold Mersman
Bob Mitchell
Herbert Parker
Richard Sause
William Sipple
Ronald Snell
Eugene Tauriainen
Ken Thomas
Richard Vormelker
Paul Wilcox
Kennedy Bruce Yeager, Sr.
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Sunshine District Management Team

President:
Chuck Steiner

AL13champs@aol.com

Immediate
Past Pres:
Nick Schwob

nick.schwob@sunshinedistrict.org

Secretary:
Brian Wunderlin

wunder@tampabay.rr.com

Member At Large:
Ernie de la Fe

ernie.delafe@sunshinedistrict.org

VP Events:
Nick Schwob

nick.schwob@sunshinedistrict.org

V. P. CSLT:
John McGoff Jr.

john.mcgoff@sunshinedistrict.org

V. P. Music &
Performance:
Sean Stork

sean2576@gmail.com

Treasurer:
Dave Kannberg

dave.kannberg@sunshinedistrict.org

VP Financial
Development:
John Spang

john.spang@sunshinedistrict.org

V.P. Chorus
Director
Development:
Steve Jacobsen
swjacobsen@comcast.net

V. P. Comm.
And IT:
Roger Smeds

rsmeds@att.net

Exec. Vice Pres:
Arne Helbig

arne.helbig@sunshinedistrict.org

Member At Large:
Ralph Brown

ralph.brown@sunshinedistrict.org

V. P. Harmony
Foundation:
Dave Richards

dave.richards@sunshinedistrict.org

V. P. Contest &
Judging:
Steve Janes

janesbari@outlook.com

V. P. Chapter
Development:
Bart Van de Mark
roadwarriorbvd@gmail.com

VP Youth in
Harmony:
Steve Cragg

donutcop@gmail.com

Sunburst Editor:
Bob Johnston

bob.johnston@sunshinedistrict.org

Bob Johnston,
Editor
2509 Diplomat Dr.
Melbourne, FL 32901
321.727.3338
Editor@sunshinedistrict.org
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January 16-21, 2018

NEXT SUNBURST DEADLINE
Aug. 15, 2017
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